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(“A Plan of Alexandria now Belhaven” drawn by 17-year old George Washington in 1749, 
showing numbered lots, purchasers and Prices paid; Library of Congress) 


Historical Overview (75 mins.) 
George Washington’s Alexandria (30 mins.) 
Alexandria Architecture (45 mins.) 


. AN HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF ALEXANDRIA (HO) 


1. 201 S. Washington St. The Lyceum. Originally built in 1839 to house the Alexandria Library 
Company and the Alexandria Lyceum, serving as antebellum intellectual and cultural center; 
hospital during the Civil War, residence and offices after; first US Bicentennial Center in 1974; 
City history museum since 1985 (see also AA tour #1). M-Sa., 10-5; Su., 1-5; free. 


Walk SOUTH on S. Washington St. (to the left, if facing The Lyceum) to Duke St. and turn left; 
proceed on Duke St. to S. St. Asaph and turn right. As you turn the corner onto S. St. Asaph, you 
are passing the house (#301) where the Marquis de LaFayette stayed while visiting Alexandria 
in 1824, 


(2. 317 and 321 S. St, Asaph St., “Flounder houses.” Private homes (See AA tour #23) 


3. 323 S. St. Asaph St.. George Seaton House. Lot purchased. in 1851 by ‘African-American 
George Seaton for $250, house erected 1852; a wealthy local builder, trustee of Colored Odd 


Fellows, member of Virginia General Assembly, founder of Colored YMCA; notice the coal 
window under the front steps; private home. 


Cross Wolfe St. and turn right; proceed halfway down the block. 
4, 402 S. Washinston St.. The Alexandria Academy, Built in 1785 as one of the city’s early 


schools; Free School established on third floor by George Washington to educate poor children; 
Academy closéd in 1822; building now home of the Remediation and Training Institute. 


Return to Wolfe St. and turn right; proceed to §. Fairfax St. and turn left. 


5. 321 S. Fairfax St.. Old Presbyterian Meeting House. Established in 1774; site of memorial 
services for George Washington; Tomb of the Unknown Soldier of the American Revolution in 


the churchyard; plaque on wall with more information (see also AA tour #21). M-F, 8:30-4:30; 
free, 


Cross Duke St., continue to Prince St. On the way, notice old stare windows on 300 S. Fairfax 
and remaining shell of Green & Brothers furniture factory at 200 S. Fairfax; used by company 
from 1834 to 1887; plaque on wall with more info. Turn right at Prince St. Old firehouse across 
the street, see AA tour #11. 


6, 201 Prince St. The Athenaeum, Built to house the Bank of the Old Dominion; Chief ' 
Commissary office during the Civil War; now home of Norther Virginia Fine Arts Association 
(see also AA tour #13). T-Sa., 10-4; Su., 1-4; free. 


7. 200 Prince St. See AA tour #14; private home. 


8. 100 Block of Prince St.. “Captain’s Row.” 19" century homes to your left, as you look down 
the hill, on land once owned by Captain John Harper; most of this block created with fill in 1782 


(see note below); private homes. : 


At Union St, turn left; proceed to King St. and turn right. As you walk along Union St., you are 
walking over an area that used to be a small bay. In 1782, Col. George Gilpin re-graded 
Cameron St. and removed much additional dirt from the original bluff along Fairfax St. Using 
this material, Water (now Lee) St. no longer ran along the river and Union St. no longer ended: 
. at either side of the bay. 

9. 6 King St., The Seaport Inn. Built ca. 1780; typical of warehouses which once lined the shore, 
serving merchants and shippers of Alexandria: plaque on building: with additional info. (see also 
AA tour #15). 


Cross King St, and continue on west (far) side of Union St. 


10. 105 N. Union St., Torpedo Factory Art Center and Alexandria Archaeology. Torpedo 
manufacturing plant from 1918 through World War I; home to nearly 200 artists today; 


Alexandria Archaeology on 3rd floor the nation’s first comprehensive urban archaeology 
program; TF open daily, 10-5; AA open T-F, 10-3; Sa., 10-5; Su., 1-5; both free. 


Return to King St. and turn right. As you walk up King St, you are passing many old 
warehouses and commercial buildings that have been the heart of Alexandria's business district . 
since the 18" century. 


11. 221 King St.. The Ramsay House. Original house built mid-18th century by William 
Ramsay, Scottish merchant and founder of Alexandria; foundation of building exposed by 
Gilpin’s re-grading of original bluff in 1782; current structure a 1950's reconstruction, now 
serving as city’s visitor center (see also AA tour #16). Daily, 9-5. | 


Turn left onto S. Fairfax St. 


12, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.. Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum. Operating pharmaceutical 


business from 1796 to 1933; very well-preserved interior and company records; plaque on wall 
with more info. (see also GW tour #3). M-Sa., 10-4; Su., 1-5; closed Wed, Nov.-Mar.; 


admission. 
Return to King St. and cross, Staying on Fairfax St. 


13. Market Square and City Hall. To your left is Market sac adjacent lots (where City Hall 
sits) set aside as market when town was laid out in 1748; historic public market for local produce 
and livestock, as well as site for first courthouse, jail, other civic functions; City Hall rebuilt after 
. 1871 fire; market still held every Sa. 5-9 AM. 


14. 121 N. Fairfax St., Carlyle House, House completed in 1753, four years after Alexandria’s 
founding; John Carlyle a Scottish merchant and founder; site of colonial governor’s conference 
with British General Edward Braddock in'1755 to discuss French-Indian War strategy (see also 
AA tour #18). T-Sa., 10-5; Su., noon-5; admission. ES 


15, 133 N. Fairfax St. Originally the Bank of Alexandria, first chartered bank in Virginia, 
. established 1792 at 305 Cameron St; this building completed 1807; converted to hotel in 1848; 
hospital during Civil War (see also AA tour #19). 


Turn left on Cameron St. and stop at N. Royal St. 


16, 134 & 138 N. Royal St.. Gadsby’s Tavern Museum. Once dozens of taverns all over ‘town, 
similar to these; smaller building (City Tavern) ca. 1770; larger one (City Hotel) built 1792 by 


entrepreneur John Wise; both properties managed by John Gadsby, 1796-1808; site of birthnight 
balls for Washington, inaugural party for Jefferson, many other civic occasions; te 
operates in larger building; ee on wall with additional info.; T-Sa. 10-5; Su., 
admission. 


Cross N. Royal St. and turn left in front of the two taverns. 


17. Braddock Cannon Fountain.- General Braddock left behind several cannon when he mounted — 
his ill-fated expedition against the French in 1755; used to mark the Braddock Trail by, the 
Colonial Dames in the early 20th century; this one made into an animal watering fountain that 
stood in intersections of Cameron and N. Fairfax, then Cameron and N. Royal Sts., until it 
became a traffic hazard. 


Return to Cameron St. and turn left. 


18. 508 Cameron St. Washington’s town house [reconstruction]. See GW tour #5; private 
home. 
19. 607 Cameron St., Yeaton-Fairfax House. Built by William Yeaton in 1801-1802, one of the 


finest examples of Federal architecture in Alexandria; later home of Fairfax family, orig. owners 
of most of northern Virginia (see also GW tour #6); private home. 


Cross N. Washington St. and turn right; cross Cameron St. 


20. Beth El Hebrew Congregation marker. Originally the site of first synagogue in Alexandria; 
congregation formed in 1855; building constructed in 1871, since razed. 


Return to Cameron St. and cross, staying on N. Washington St. 


21. 118 N. Washington St.. Christ Church. Completed in 1773, city’s oldest church; Washington 
attended when in town, marked pew still visible; Robert E. Lee confirmed here, 1853, 
churchyard holds graves of early residents, war veterans (see also GW tour #7). M-Sa., 9-4; Su., 


2-4:30; Hee 


Pass a churchyard to exit on N. Columbus St.; turn left and proceed to King St.; turn right 
and walk to S. Alfred St., turn left. 


22. 107 S, Alfred St.. Friendship Firehouse. Friendship the earliest volunteer fire company in 
city, established 1774; this building constructed 1855, remodeled 1871, restored by city 1992: 


exhibits of early fire-fighting, equipment; F & Sa., 10-4; Su., 1-4; free. 


Continue along S: Alfred St. to Prince St. and turn left; wen to intersection with S. Washington 
St. 


23. Confederate Statue. Based on a figure in painting “Appomattox” by John Elder, sculpted by 

M. Casper Buberl; erected by the Robert E. Lee Camp of Confederate Veterans in 1889; - 
commemorates spot from which local troops left town to join Confederate army, 1861; names of 
Alexandrians who died in service inscribed on the base. 


Return to The Lyceum. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON’S ALEXANDRIA (GW) 


Begin at the intersection of South Washington and Prince Streets and walk EAST (past the 
courthouse) on saci 


1, 517 Prince St, Originally built about 1775 by Patrick vie typical of most of the better 
Alexandria homes in Washington’s day; ee the least-altered of city’s early buildings (see 
also AA tour #7); private home. 


2. 211, 209 & 207 Prince St. 209 was once the home of Dr. James Craik; 209 and 211 the homes 
of Dr. Elisha Cullen Dick; local physicians who treated Washington during his last illness; 207 
probably built by Capt. John Harper (see also HO tour #8); plaque on 209 with additional info.: 
private homes. 


Go back to S- Fairfax St. and turn right. 


3. 105-107 S. Fairfax St.. The Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum. A typical storefront of 


Washington’s day; founded in 1792, the business ran continuously for 141 years; George and 
Martha Washington were customers (see also HO tour #12). M-Sa., 10-4; Su., 1-5; admission. 


Ae 


Cross King St. and continue on N. Fairfax St. 


3. 121_N. Fairfax St.. The Carlyle House. Completed in 1753 by John Carlyle, merchant, town 

founder and trustee, and friend of Washington; headquarters of British Gen. Edward Braddock in 

1755, whom Washington served as aide-de-camp cS also HO tour #14, AA tour #18). Tue.- 
Sat., 10- 4:30; Sun., noon-4:30; admission. 


Cross Cameron St. 


4, 201 N. Fairfax St. Originally a tavern built in 1777 by John Dalton and Thomas Herbert; 
Washington was entertained here in 1789 as President; some original woodwork remains inside, 
but interior heavily altered; plaque on wall with additional info.” 


Cross Fairfax and continue WEST on Cameron St. You will pass another old tavern of 
Washington's time at 305 Cameron St., where the General was entertained by William Duvall in 
1783 at the conclusion of the American Revolution. Proceed to intersection of Cameron and N. 
Royal Sts. . 


5, 134 & 138. Royal St., Gadsby’s Tavern Museum and Braddock Cannon Fountain. See HO 


tour #16 & 17; on Cameron St: side of City Hotel, notice the subterranean ice well built circa 
1803 to store ice year-round. [Apr.-Sept.]T-Sa., 10-5; Su., 1-5; [Oct-Mar.]T-Sa, 11-4; Su., 1-4; 
admission. 


Continue on Cameron St. 


6, 508 Cameron St.. Washington’s town house [reconstruction]. Replica of a town house 


- originally built 1769 and demolished in 1855; used by Washington when business kept him in 
town ovemight; reconstructed on original foundations; plaques on wall with additional 


information; private home. 


7. 607 Cameron St., Yeaton-Fairfax House. House designed and built in 1801-1802 by William 
Yeaton, who also designed tomb for George and Martha at Mt..Vernon; plaque on wall with 
additional info. (see also HO tour #19); private home. 

Continue up Cameron St..and cross N. Washington St, entering grounds of Christ Church. 


8. 118 N. Washington St. Christ Church. English country-style church built between 1767 and 
1773; Washington attended services when in town; list of his pallbearers and marked family pew . 


are visible (see also HO tour #21). M-Sa., 9-4; Su., 2-4:30; free. 


Exit grounds back onto S. Washington St, turn right and return to The Lyceum. 


ALEXANDRIA ARCHITECTURE (AA) 


A limited range of building materials and a restrained attitude toward the public display of 
wealth gave the early streetscapes of Alexandria a simpler look than the grand homes being 
constructed at the same time in Charleston, South Carolina or Savannah, Georgia. With the 
notable exception of The Carlyle House, early Alexandrians made common use: of other 
materials to simulate stone. Begin at the intersection of South Washington and Prince Sts. 


1. 201 S. Washington St.. The Lyceum. 1839, Greek Revival. Academically-correct proportions 
of ancient temple architecture; historically-accurate exterior color, which may have also 
originally included a fake graining treatment to simulate cut stone (see also HO tour #1). 


2. 117 S. Washington St., Virginia Public Service Bldg. (across Prince St.) 1930, ArtDeco. The 


city’s most grand example of this style. 
Walk WEST (past The Lyceum) on Prince St. 


3, 711 Prince St. 1797 (current facade, I811), Federal. Features include fanlight surrounding 
front door, Palladian window, strikingly similar to the Harrison-Gray-Otis House in Boston, ia 
designed by Charles Bulfinch (architect of the US Capitol); private home. 


4, 712 Prince St. 1803, re-modeled into Second Empire Victorian. Original Federal townhouse 
re-modeled by Henry Daingerfield; robust style popular just after the Civil War; features include 
curved French Mansard roof, elaborate dormers, deep scroll brackets below the cornice; private 


home, 
Walk back EAST on Prince St. and cross §. Washington St. 


5. 605-607 Prince St. Mid-19th century, Italianate. Only known examples of this style in 
Alexandria, using cast iron facade to simulate stone; private offices. 


6. 601 Prince St., EDAW offices. 1840, orig. Greek Revival; 1889, re-mod. Romanesque 
Revival. Originally built in a Greek Revival style for the Second Presbyterian Church; 
extensively re-modeled by Glen Brown in 1889 in Romanesque Revival, marked by comer tower 
and som circa masonry arch on short fat columns; private offices. 


The 5 00 and 400 blocks. of Prince St. contain a number of well- Reed 18th- and 19th-century 
dwellings, including: 


7. 517 Prince St. Ca. 1775, Colonial One of the least-altered early buildings in the city and 
owned by the same family since 1816; wide clapboards originally painted oxide red, one of 
cheapest paints available; this color also commonly used elsewhere, giving the town a substantial 
brick appearance, even though most buildings were actually wood; plaque on adjoining wall with 
additional info. (See also GW tour #1); private home. 


Turn right on Pitt St. 


8. 228 S. Pitt St, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. 1817-1818, Gothic Revival. Built by Jeremiah 
Bosworth, possibly using designs from Benjamin H. Latrobe, one of first professionally-trained 
American architects; Latrobe may have designed frontispiece, flanks and gallery. 


Return to Prince St. and turn right. 


9, 415 Prince St. 1804-1807, Federal. Beautifully carved Acquia Creek sandstone door 
surrounds, with window lintels; originally built as the Bank of Potomac; hdqtrs. of the restored 
government of Virginia, 1863-1865; private home. 


10.. 403 Prince St, Pre-1883. Narrow alley houses were inexpensively built for servants or 
children by using existing house walls on either side and adding a roof and facade; private 
home. 


11, 319 Prince St. ' 1855, Victorian. City’s oldest standing firehouse; second location of the 
Relief Fire Company, metal tracks on the floor inside guided horse-drawn engines; second floor 
has the original scrub pine floors; balcony with two 14' French dears, converted to a private 
home in 1980 with an award-winning renovation, 


12, 317 Prince St., Alex. Fire Dept. Station 51, 1975. Fifth location of the Relief Fire Company 
(volunteer), built by the City of Alexandria. 


Continue along Prince St. Referred to today as “Gentry Row,” the 200 block of Prince St. is one 
of our best collections of rowhouses representing the wealth of late 18th-century Alexandria. 
The architectural detailing is a mixture of bold mid-18th-century Georgian with elements of the 
more delicate Federal, popular in America after the Revolution. 


13. 201 Prince St.. The Athenaeum. L851, Greek Revival. Four bold Doric columns support a , 
triglyph cornice and plaster walls scored and painted to resemble stone blocks (see also HO a 
#6); T-Sa., 10-4; Su., 1-4; free. 


14. 200 Prince St. Ca. 1780, Georgian. Brick dwelling with gambrel roof, stone belt courses 
and window lintels, with carved wood comice; built for Colonel Robert Hooe, first mayor of 
Alexandria; portion of first floor parlor reproduced i in Lyceum exhibition; private home. 


Turn left onto S. Lee St.; proceed to King St. and stop at the corner. 
15, 100 and 200 blocks of King St. Late 18th-century, Vernacular. These warehouses have been 
in continuous use for 200 years; handsome details at cornices; roofs of fireproof materials like 


slate; exposed heavy timbers can still be seen inside (See also note following HO tour #8). 


Turn left and head WEST (up the hill) on King St. 


16, 221 King St., Ramsay House Visitors Center. Ca. J 724, Colonial, orig.; reconstructed in 
1950's. Original house built by William Ramsay, Scottish merchant and among founders of 


Alexandria; home to the Ratnsay family for over 100 years; local tradition claims that house was. 
disassembled and barged up the Potomac River from Dumfries, Va., after city’s founding in 
1749; possibly original clapboards on east (river) side (see also HO tour #11). 


Turn right onto N. Fairfax St. (Market Square and City Hall to your left). 


17. 301 King St., City Hall. 1872, Victorian. Original steeple attributed to Benjamin H. 
Latrobe; existing building designed by Adolph Cluss, reconstructed after fire in 1871 (see also 
HO tour, #13). 


18. 121 N. Fairfax St.. The Carlyle House. 1752-1753, Scottish Baronial/Palladian. Built by 
John Carlyle, Scottish merchant and a founder of Alexandria; only stone house built in 
Alexandria during this period; one of nation’s finest examples of this style in an urban setting 
(see also HO tour #14); Tue.-Sat., 10-4:30; Sun., noon-4:30; admission. 


19. 133 N. Fairfax St. 1807, Federal Onginally constructed for the Bank of, Alexandria, | 
chartered by the Virginia General Assembly in 1792; quarters for the cashier and his family on 

the second floor; eagle above the doorway a common Federal decoration; stone cornice and, 

balustrade; most of the interior woodwork and other ornamentation is original (see also HO tour 

#15), 


Return to King St. and cross, staying on Fairfax St. Proceed to Prince St., turn right, and then 
turn left when you reach S. ‘Royal St. 


20. 310 S. Royal St.. St. Mary’s Catholic Church. 1780 orig. Methodist meeting house; 1826 
replacement; 1856, enlarged present church; 1894-1896, major modifications; Gothic Revival. 


"21. 316 S. Royal St. (through gate), Old Presbyterian Meeting House. 1774-1 775 orig.; rebuilt 
1835; enlarged 1858. Same plan as Christ Church [HO tour #21]; Flemish bond brickwork, 


gable roof with round louvered openings; bell tower added 1843; debate continues as to amount 
of original structure retained in rebuilt one (see also HO tour #5). 


Continue along S. Royal St. to Wolfe St. and turn right. 


22, 510 Wolfe St. 1854, Italianate, The Vowell-Smith house, built by Francis L. Smith on land 
received from his father-in-law John C. Vowell; grillwork on 1*-floor windows, wrought iron 
stair railing, and fence all original; freestanding pattembook suburban dwelling; private home. 


Turn right on St. Asaph St. 
23, 321 and 317 S. St. Asaph St. Ca, 1800-1820, “Flounder Houses.” Oddly-shaped houses, 


séen in Alexandria, Philadelphia, and elsewhere; called flounder houses because their windows 
(the “eyes”) are usually all on one side of the building; reasons why are unclear, private homes. 


24, 311 S. St. Asaph St. 1874, Second Empire (Victorian). Built by Alexander Lyles; stylized 
stone architraves over the windows and doorway, semi-circular dommes contrast with porches 


and chimneys; private home. - 
25. 301 S. St. Asaph St. 1815-1816, Federal. “The Lafayette House,” where the Marquis stayed 


during his visit in 1824; known for its beautiful door surround; private home. 


At Duke St, pause at corner. 

26. 601 Duke St.. The Dulany House. 1783-1784, Federal. Outstanding example of late 
Georgian/early Federal townhouse; refined and delicate doorway; most of original lot survives, 
including early coach house; private home. 


Cross Duke St, turn left and proceed to S. Washington St; cross and turn right. 


27. 212 S. Washington St., Downtown Baptist Church. Ca. 1805, orig.; rebuilt 1830; present 


church, 1858, Lombard. Attributed to Thomas Tefft; plaster front facade was originally scored 
and painted to imitate brownstone blocks; used as hospital during Civil War. 


Return to The Lyceum. 


Other Sites of Interest 


Alexandria Black History Museum, 638 N. Alfred Street. Documents the history of 
Alexandria’s African-American community; T-Sa., 10-4. ; 


Alexandria Library/Barrett Branch, 717 Queen Street. City’s archival library, and site of an 
early Civil Rights sit-in, 1939; M-Th. 1-9;-F. 1-6; Sa. 9-5. 


Alexandria Maritime History Center, behind Torpedo Factory on waterfront. Boat shop. of 
the Alexandria Seaport Foundation, with info that discusses the rich history of Alexandria’s 
waterfront; Daily, 830-4. , 


Alfred Street Baptist Church, 301 S. Alfred Street. Oldest black congregation in Alexandria. 


Fort Ward Museum and Historic Site, 4301 W. Braddock Road. Best preserved portion of 
Civil War Defenses of Washington; public park, picnic tables; T-Sa., 9-5; Su., 12-5. 


The Boyhood Home of Robert E. Lee, 607 Oronoco Street. [private home; not open to the 
public] ; 

The George Washington Masonic National Memorial, King Street and Callahan Drive. 
View of city from 330-foot tower, Masonic museum, Washington artifacts; daily, 9-5, 


The Lee-Fendall House, 614 Oronoco Street. 1785 mansion heavily remodeled in mid-19th 
century; Alexandria’s only Victorian house museum; T-Sa,, 10-4; Su., 12-4. 


Union Station, 110 Callahan Drive. Built in 1905, restored by City of Alexandria in 1997; 
local Amtrak office and depot, 


X ' a 
These tours were developed for the City of Alexandria with the help of The Junior League of 
Washington. ‘ 


